
dom of Information Act ap-

peals to request information 

from the DC Department of 

Corrections and the Federal 

Bureau of Prisons to be able to 

investigate issues.  

      In the future, I hope to be 

an immigration and criminal 

justice attorney. 

In 2008, AEF awarded public inter-

est fellowships totaling $20,000 to 

six law students from the Washing-

ton, D.C. metropolitan area. 

Learn more about the 2008 Public 

Interest Fellows on pages 1-4: 

 

SHIWALI PATEL 

2009 AEF Anheuser-Busch 

Norman Y. Mineta Fellow 

 
Shiwali shared this about her 

summer internship: 
 

 I am starting my second year 

at American University Wash-

ington College of Law.  In my 

first year of law school, I was 

involved in several public 

interest organizations, and 

will return as a founding 

member of the public interest 

committee of the South Asian 

Law Students Association, and 

of the domestic violence com-

mittee with the Immigrant 

Rights Coalition. 

This summer I interned at the 

Washington Lawyersõ Commit-

tee for Civil Rights and Urban 

Affairs, where I worked at the 

DC Prisonersõ Project.  Many 

of our clients were dealing 

with issues of parole and con-

finement, such as inadequate 

medical care and abuse.  I had 

my own case load for which I 

interviewed clients in person 

at the jail or through corre-

spondence.  As most of the 

clients were staying in prison 

outside of DC, most of my 

contact with them had to be 

through legal mail and calls.  

      I also researched for and 

wrote memos and ap-

peals.  The memos raised com-

mon law and constitutional 

claims for clients who were 

wrongfully imprisoned from 

their parole revocation.   I also 

worked on a couple of Free-

A E F  F E L L O W S  R E P O R T  O N  S U M M E R  I N T E R N S H I P S 

T H E  A N H E U S E R- B U S C H   

N O R M A N  Y .  M I N E T A  F E LL O W S H I P 

AEFõs most prestigious fellow-

ship is the Anheuser-Busch 

endowed Norman Y. Mineta 

Fellowship. 

Awarded annually, the Mineta 

Fellowship recognizes the high-

est qualified summer fellowship 

applicant who best embodies 

the exceptional standards of 

community service and public 

interest set by Norman Y. Mi-

netañthe former Commerce 

and Transportation Secretary, 

and longtime supporter of AEF.  

Anheuser-Busch has endowed 

the Mineta Fellowship for over a 

decade.   

Recent A-B Mineta Fellows in-

clude Jeannette Quick, of 

Georgetown University (2006); 

Tritia Yuen, of American Univer-

sity (2005); and Nicole Tu-

chinda, of George Washington 

University (2004). 
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R E E R  O P T I O N S 

8  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T : 

In 2008, AEF awarded 

$20,000 in fellow-

ships, the most ever. 

In 2009, AEF will 

award the first self -

funded fellowship, 

made possible by the 

success of the 2008 

Benefit Dinner. 

AEF continues its 

strong programming 

for area law students. 

Shiwali Patel 

American University õ10 

Anheuser-Busch Mineta Fellow 

 

www.aefdc.org 



The Asian American community 

lost one of its very best on Au-

gust 2, 2006, when Robert E. 

Wone was killed by an un-

known person. 

A former Director on the AEF 

Board and a member of its 

Advisory Board, Robert was an 

indefatigable supporter of our  

A N D R E A  Y A N G  R E C E I V E S  R O B E R T  E .  W O N E  F E L LO W S H I P 

A B O U T  T H E  R O B E R T  E .  W O N E  F E L L O W S H I P 

ther, I have learned and ap-
plied substantive law in social 
security and criminal proce-
dure. 

      I am grateful for AEF and 
the Robert E. Wone Fellowship 
for enabling me to spend such 
a productive summer in Rapid 
City. In addition to gaining 
exposure to the art and proc-
ess of litigation, I have enjoyed 
learning about the politics, 
history, and law particular to 
South Dakota. Given the Indian 
cases over which the court 

holds jurisdiction, visiting the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
tribal court, and the Red 
Cloud Indian School on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation pro-
vided valuable context for 
understanding modern chal-
lenges confronting Native 
Americans. These many ex-
periences will inform my next 
steps as an advocate, and I 
am excited to see what fol-
lows. 

Andrea writes: 

What a memorable summer at 
the United States District Court 
for the District of South Dakota! 
Working with the Honorable 
Karen Schreier and her law 
clerks has helped bring abstract 
concepts from law school to life. 
During my internship, I helped 
write opinions for Judge Schreier 
on disability benefits cases and 
motions to suppress evidence. 
Additionally, I attended civil and 
criminal court proceedings, 
which included criminal trials 
and mediations concerning em-
ployment discrimination. I have 
loved the constant exposure to 
legal thinking, research, and 
writing in the chambers, and to 
different advocacy styles of at-
torneys in the courtroom. 

      Writing for the court has 
been one of the most rewarding 
aspects of my internship. My 
first year legal research and 
writing class taught me to argue 
as an advocate, and this summer 
refined my ability to consider 
arguments and render decisions 
from a neutral, yet thoughtful, 
perspective. Through reading 
submitted briefs, analyzing case 
law and relevant codes, and 
drafting decisions for the court, I 
have come to especially appreci-
ate the value of thorough re-
search and concise writing. Fur-

òI have loved the 

constant 

exposure to legal 

thinking, 

research, and 

writing in the 

chambers, and to 

different 

advocacy styles 

of attorneys in 

the courtroom.ó 

 

ñ Andrea Yang 
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Robert E. Wone 
1974 ñ 2006 

 

Andrea Yang, Georgetown õ10, with the Honorable Karen 

Schreier in front of the South Dakota State House 

 

organization.  In his memory, 

AEF has created the Robert E. 

Wone Fellowship. 

The Robert E. Wone Fellow-

ship will be awarded annually 

to a summer fellowship appli-

cant who most embodies what 

Robert was as a lawyer: a 

trusted member of the  

community who makes a 

difference in public policies 

and sees the effects of his 

efforts improve the situation 

of those around him. 



low-income, limited English profi-

cient Asians in the DC area.   

I provided holistic services to 

victims of domestic violence  to 

ensure that clientsõ legal and 

non-legal needs are met.  This 

included filing and drafting immi-

gration self petitions under the 

Violence Against Women Act, 

gathering affidavits of support, 

designing a U visa informational 

brochure for immigrant victims 

of domestic violence, and re-

searching and translating for a 

divorce hearing. 

I researched and docu-

mented a range of employ-

ment law related issues in-

cluding non-payment of 

wages and minimum wage 

violations, employment dis-

crimination, and wrongful 

termination claims. 

My goal is to stay in Washing-

ton, DC and help low-income 

residents. 

asylum seekers from around the 

world to provide supporting infor-

mation on country conditions and 

legal resources to help them 

represent themselves.  As part of 

this work, she created a resource 

file for Chin Christians from 

Burma who are seeking asylum 

in the US. 

At Amnesty International, Anjali 

had the opportunity to work with 

many experienced and passion-

ate human rights advocates.  She 

was also able to participate in the 

Refugee Programõs collabora-

tions with other refugee advocacy 

groups in Washington, D.C. 

Since starting law school, Anjali 

has been very interested in many 

aspects of refugee law and advo-

Anjali is a rising 3rd year stu-

dent at the George Washington 

University Law School. 

As a 2008 AEF Fellow, Anjali 

interned with Amnesty Interna-

tionalõs Refugee Pro-

gram.  Anjali worked with the 

director of the Refugee Pro-

gram on US refugee pol-

icy.  She wrote a memo on new 

legislation that creates a spe-

cial immigrant visa for Iraqis 

employed by the US govern-

ment. She also researched 

conditions in US immigration 

detention centers for an up-

coming Amnesty International 

report. 

In addition to policy work, she 

corresponded with detained 

cacy.  Her dedication and 

commitment to this field was 

strengthened by many posi-

tive and rewarding experi-

ences at Amnesty Interna-

tional this summer.  She is 

very grateful to AEF for mak-

ing this summer experience 

possible. 

F E R A Z  A S H R A F 

A N J A L I  S U B B A R A O 

òI provided holistic 

services to victims 

of domestic violence  

to ensure that 

clientsõ legal and 

non-legal needs are 

met. ó 

ñ Feraz Ashraf 
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Feraz Ashraf 

Asian Pacific American 

Legal Resource Center 

 

Anjali Subbarao 

George Washington Univ. õ09 

Amnesty international 

Feraz writes: 

This summer I worked as a law 

clerk at the Asian Pacific Ameri-

can Legal Resource Center 

(APALRC).  My work consisted 

of primarily helping to staff the 

APALRC multilingual legal hot-

line. I would receive calls from 

Hindi/Urdu speaking clients, 

research relevant legal issues, 

and write up legal memo-

randa.  Then, I would work with 

APALRCõs staff attorneys to  

provide direct legal services to  

Anjali corresponded with detained asylum seekers from 

around the world to provide information on country 

conditions and legal resources to help them represent 

themselves. 
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A D N A N  S U L T A N 

D E L P H I N A  Y U E N 

Adnan writes: 

This summer I worked as a legal 

intern for The Defender Associa-

tion (TDA) in Seattle, WA. TDA is a 

non-profit organization that repre-

sents indigent criminal defendants 

in the City of Seattle and King 

County Washington. Washington 

State allows law students who 

have completed two years of law 

school to represent clients in court. 

I was given a case load of misde-

meanor cases in Seattle Municipal 

Court which included defendants 

charged with assault, obstruction, 

driving under the influence, and 

criminal trespassing. Through pre-

Delphina Yuen is a rising third year 

student at Syracuse University, 

where she is pursuing a Juris Doc-

torate in Law and a Masters of 

Science in Cultural Foundations of 

Education. 

As one of AEFõs 2008 Summer 

Fellows, Delphina had the opportu-

nity to clerk at the Asian American 

Justice Center.  She primarily 

worked on voting and census is-

sues impacting the Asian American 

community. 

This summer, Delphina focused 

mainly on a project, which looked 

at Section 2 of the Voting Rights 

trial litigation, I was able to get 

favorable results for almost all of 

my clients without having to go to 

trial. 

      In addition to handling my own 

misdemeanor cases, I also worked 

with an experienced felony attor-

ney on her felony cases. I helped 

write a motion for new trial and 

second chaired a felony trial where 

the defendant was charged with 

assault of a police officer and driv-

ing under the influence. I con-

ducted the voir dire of the jury and 

cross-examined a witness during 

the trial. 

      Overall I found my summer 

experience both rewarding and 

educational. I found the dedication 

of the TDA attorneys towards their 

clients inspiring and a lesson on 

the meaning of quality representa-

tion. I also found the experience of 

handling my own caseload infor-

mative on all the daily demands 

public defenders face. The experi-

ence reaffirmed my goal of being a 

public defender after law school. 

Act of 1965, and investigated 

whether minority coalitions could 

bring forth claims under the 

Gingles test. 

She also worked on projects involv-

ing new proposed amendments for 

the Voting Rights Act, issues facing 

the 2010 Census, and Asian 

Americans and their possible influ-

ence in the 2008 Election. 

The AEF Fellowship enabled Del-

phina to follow her passion for civil 

rights and the Asian American 

community.  She is grateful for 

AEFõs generosity and support this 

summer. 

Delphina Yuen 

Syracuse Univ. ô09 

Asian American Justice 

Center 

A P P L Y  F O R  A N  A E F  S U M M E R  F E L L O W S H I P 

AEF awards summer fellowships 

each year to law students around 

the nation.   

The primary purpose of the fellow-
ships is to fund a studentõs intern-

ship with a public interest organi-
zation that benefits either the 

Asian Pacific American community 

or the metropolitan Washington, 

D.C. area, at large.  The intern-
ship must be unpaid (except for 

nominal payments such as 
transportation), arranged by the 

student, extend at least ten 
weeks (or a total of 400 hours), 

and be based in the greater 

Washington, D.C. area. 

The deadline for 2008 Fellowship 
applications will be on or about April 

30, 2009. 

Check out AEFõs website, 

www.aefdc.org, for more details.  

The AEF 

Fellowship 

enabled 

Delphina to 

follow her 

passion for civil 

rights and the 

Asian American 

community.   

òThe experience reaffirmed my goal of 

being a public defender after law school.ó 

   -ñ Adnan Sultan 

Adnan Sultan 

American Univ. ô09 

The Defenderõs  

Association 
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invites 1L law students, 2L transfer students, and all other interested students to: 

ñPaths to Successò 

What the DC Metro APA Legal Community Can Offer 

 Monday, September 22, 2008 

6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

Hogan & Hartson 

555 13th Street NW 

(Metro Center) 

Come meet leaders of APA organizations from the Washington, DC metropolitan area who will give advice on succeeding in 

law school.  Also meet local alumni from your school and sign up for an attorney mentor. 

For more information and to RSVP, please e-mail George Wu at georgewu@gmail.com or Vasu Muthyala at 

Vasu.Muthyala@comcast.net. 

You are cordially invited to a reception to welcome 
the Executive Director of the National Asian Pacific 

American Bar Association 

Tina Matsuoka 

Please join us on 
September 30, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 

For cocktails and hors dõoeuvres 

Hosted by Baker & McKenzie LLP 
815 Connecticut Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20006 
 

Sponsored by  
The Asian Pacific American Bar Association of the Greater 

Washington DC Area  
 

Co-Sponsored by 
The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, NA-

PABA Law Foundation, Asian Pacific American Bar Associa-
tion Educational Fund, Asian Pacific Bar Association of 

Maryland, Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Vir-
ginia, South Asian Bar Association of the District of Columbia, 

and Vietnamese Bar Association of the Greater Washington 
DC Area  

 
RSVP by September 25, 2008 

To David Hsu at secretarya@apaba-dc.org 



 

 ɹ Mr. John Yang 

 Wiley Rein 

AEF is pleased to announce that Z.W. 

Julius Chen as the winner of the 

2008 Robert T. Matsui Writing Com-

petition.   

Juliusõs piece, òDiverse Among Our-

selves: Critiquing Asian Americansõ 

Supposed Gains in College Admis-

sions Under Percentage Plans,ó 

earned him a $1,500 cash prize, and 

will be published in an upcoming 

volume of UCLAõs Asian Pacific 

American Law Journal (APALJ). 

Julius writes:  

I've always been interested in educa-

tion issues, and affirmative action 

programs always struck me as the 

quintessential issue where Asian 

Americans differed from other ethnic 

groups. In our seminar, Professor 

Vincent Eng continually asked us why 

Asian Americans often have a divided 

public presence and don't have clear, 

singular leadership as arguably the 

African American community 

did in its fight for civil rights. 

Again, affirmative action 

seemed another strong exam-

ple of this inter-community 

divide because there are many 

Asian American people who 

would do away with these ad-

missions programs, while oth-

ers argue forcefully for them. 

Writing this paper allowed me 

to bring my interests and these 

themes together. The paper 

examines the rise of 

"percentage plans" under which 

a certain top percentage of each high school's graduating 

class is automatically admitted to select state institutions of 

higher education. They are in large part seen as a race-

neutral attempt to effect affirmative action, which naturally 

avoid certain constitutional issues. With the question of im-

plementing these programs via state ballot propositions on 

the rise, I wanted to explore how these programs affected 

Asian American students. Ultimately I argue that the studies 

of how Asian American communities fare under these pro-

grams gloss over the diversity of 

Asian American students. To be 

sure, Asians may increase their 

enrollment, but these Asian 

Americans are only a sub-section 

of their larger communities. Lost 

in the conversation are numerous 

lower-socioeconomic Asian Ameri-

can people. Focusing on the for-

mer and ignoring the latter only 

perpetuates the model minority 

myth, and has the effect of divid-

ing the Asian American commu-

nity into two camps.  

 ɹ Mr. Vincent Eng 

 Asian American Justice Center 

 

 

 ɹ Ms. Jennifer Choe Groves 

 Dir. of Intellectual Prop., USTR 

 

 

 ɹ Mr. James C. Ho 

 Solicitor General of Texas 

 

ʴ Mr. Lawrence Joe 

 APALJ Representative 

 

 

 ɹ Prof. Jerry Kang 

 UCLA School of Law 

 

 

 ɹ Ms. Karen Lam 

 APALJ Representative 

 

 

 

Z . W .  J U L I U S  C H E N  W I NS  A E F  2 0 0 8  M A T S U I  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N   

ò. . . Affirmative 

action programs 

always struck 

me as the 

quintessential 

issue where 

Asian 

Americans 

differed from 

other ethnic 

groups.ó 

 

ñ Julius Chen 
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Z.W. Julius Chen 

 

Columbia Univ. ô09 

AEF would like to acknowledge the 

judges of the 2008 Matsui Writing 

Competition: 

ʴ  Mr. Jimmy Chatsuthiphan 

 AEF Representative 

 

 ɹ Mr. Michael Chu 

 Brinks, Hofer, Gilson & Lione  

 

M A T S U I  W R I T I N G  C O M P ET I T I O N  J U D G I N G  P A N E L 

The Late Congressman 

Robert T. Matsui 

1941 ñ 2005  

Institutional affiliations are provided for identification purposes only. 

Previous winners of the Matsui Writing Competition: 
 

  ɹAngela Riya Kuo 

    òLet Her Will Be Done,ó 

    13 Asian Pac. Am. L. J.    

    (forthcoming 2008). 

  

 ɹ  Mai-Trang D. Dang 

     òThe Blight of the Bourgeoisie,ó 

     12 Asian Pac. Am. L. J. 69    

     (2007). 

 

  ɹ  Darren Seiji Teshima 

       A òHardy Handshake Sort of Guy,ó 

      11 Asian Pac. Am. L. J. 122 (2006). 
 


